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New  Fish  Rescue  Truck  Put  Into  Service 


Number   1 


HEIGHT  OF  LOUISIANA'S  1947-48 
HUNTING  SEASON  NOW  UNDER  WAY    7  # 


The  above  is  a  view  of  the  new  18-can  aerated  fish  transport  unit 
recently  put  into  operation  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Division  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department  to  help  speed  up  and  expand  the  Depart- 
ment's fish  rescue  program.  This  latest  addition  to  the  program  sup- 
plements one  large  40-can  aerated  unit  which  was  put  into  use  a  year 
ago   and   three  smaller  trucks. 


November  Arrests 
Sets  New  Record 
For  Enforcement 

Wildlife  enforcement  agents 
made  a  total  of  312  arrests  in 
November  for  fish  and  game 
violations  breaking  all  previous 
records  for  arrests  for  a  single 
month.  The  previous  high  record 
for  arrests  in  a  single  month  was 
301  established  in  November  of 
last  year. 

'This  is  clearly  indicative  of  a 
fact  that  is  becoming  more  and 
more  self-evident  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana  and  that  is  that  our  en- 
forcement staff  is  on  the  job  and 
the  wildlife  conservation  laws  of 
the  state  are  being  enforced  more 
rigidily  than  they  have  ever  been 
before",  stated  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery. 

Arrests  were  made  during  No- 
continued  to  Page  2,  Column  4) 


With  the  opening  December  1 
of  the  open  seasons  for  the  hunt- 
ing of  quail  and  doves,  the  height 
of  Louisiana's  1947-1948  hunting 
season  is  now  under  way.  The  sea- 
son for  all  legal  game  permitted 
to  be  hunted  in  Louisiana  is  now 
open,  with  the  exception  of  wood- 
cock on  which  the  season  opens 
December  23. 

The  migratory  game  season  on 
ducks,  geese  and  coots  which  got 
under  way  with  a  tremendous 
opening  on  November  18  is  sched- 
uled to  end  one  hour  before  sun- 
set on  December  17.  The  largest 
concentration  of  ducks  and  geese 
in  recent  history  of  the  state 
greeted  Louisiana  nimrods  on 
opening  day.  Since  that  time  the 
ducks  and  geese  have  been  some- 
what scattered,  but  good  shooting 
is  still  reported  in  most  sections 
of  the  state.  The  legal  limit  of 
migratory  game  may  be  possessed 
for  90  days  after  the  close  of  the 
season  on  December  17. 
(Continued  to  Page  4,  Column  4) 


U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Upholds   Louisiana  Pollution  Law 


The  United  States  Supreme 
Court  has  confirmed  an  opinion  of 
a  three-judge  Federal  Court  that 
Act  367  of  1940,  as  amended  by 
Act  199  of  1942,  creating  the 
Louisiana  Stream  Control  Commis- 
sion which  was  given  control  of 
ivaste  disposal  into  lakes,  streams, 
rivers  and  coastal  waters  of  Loui- 
siana, is  constitutional  and  does 
not  violate  the  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment of  the  federal  constitution. 
The  action  of  the  Supreme  Court 
:ame  on  Monday,  November  24th 
n  denying  an  appeal  of  the  Texas 
Company  from  the  Federal  district 
:ourt  who  had  previously  denied 
he  Company's  request  for  an  in- 
unction to  prevent  the  Louisiana 
Stream  Control  Commission  from 
fiforcihg  its  regulations. 
Last  July  the  Stream  Control 
Dmmission  cited  the  Texas  Com- 


for  alleged  pollution  violations  in 
coastal  parishes.  Under  the  law  the 
companies  are  given  opportunity 
to  request  an  open  hearing  before 
the  Commission  to  show  cause 
why  they  should  not  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  Commission's 
investigators.  The  Texas  Company 
filed  suit  in  Federal  court  asking 
for  a  temporary  restraining  order 
to  prevent  the  Commission  from 
enforcing  its  regulations  and  in  a 
41  page  petition  challenged  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Acts  creat- 
ing the  Stream  Control  Commis- 
sion and  charged  that  these  acts 
are  "illegal,  unwarranted  and  un- 
constitutional" and  violate  the 
14th  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion  of  the  United   States. 

It  asked  for  injuctive  relief  on 
the  grounds  that  it  is  their  belief 
that  the   Stream   Control   Commis 


ny  and  eight  other  oil  companies  '  sion   expects   to    enforce  and   will 


attempt  to  enforce  its  rules  and 
regulations  and  will  seek  to  sub- 
ject the  plaintiff  to  "excessive 
fines  and  penalties",  and  the  plain- 
tiff's employees  to  jail  sentences 
for  failure  to  comply  with  its 
orders. 

The  suit  was  tried  before  a 
three-judge  Federal  Court  com- 
posed of  Judge  Ben  Dawkins  of 
the  Western  District  Court,  Judge 
Elmo  P.  Lee  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  Fifth  Circuit 
and  Judge  Gaston  L.  Porterie  of 
the  Western  District. 

The  attorney  general's  office 
represented  the  Stream  Control 
Commission  in  the  defense  of  the 
case.  Attorney  General  Fred  S.  Le- 
Blanc  is  a  member  of  the  Stream 
Control  Commission. 

The  suit  was  directed  against 
Luther  S.  Montgomery,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 


eries Department,  who  is  ex-officio 
chairman  of  the  Stream  Control 
Commission,  and  other  members 
of  the  Commission. 

In  an  opinion  handed  down  in 
September,  the  three-judge  Fed-, 
erel  Court  denied  the  appeal  of 
the  Texas  Company  for  a  restrain- 
ing order,  and  ruled  that  the  acts 
creating  the  Stream  Control  Com- 
mission were  not  unconstitutional 
and  did  not  violate  the  14th  amend- 
ment  to   the    federal   constitution. 

In  its  opinion,  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict Court  stated :  "In  approaching 
the  questions  before  us  it  is  well 
to  bear  in  mind  (1)  that  the  fed- 
eral courts  are  loath  to  interfere 
with  the  enforcement  of  a  rule, 
regulation  or  order  of  a  State 
Board  or  Commission  where  the 
State  statute  under  which  the 
State  authorized  act  affords  ad- 
( Continued  to  Page  2,  Column  3) 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND   FISH 


JIMMIE  H.  DAVIS 
Governor  of  Louisiana 


LUTHER  S.  MONTGOMERY 
Commissioner 


IL®IEra§3&Stf&  @&S&aiE„  IFltM  &MW  IFagia 


Entered  as  Second-Class  Mail  Matter 
Aug.  21,  1947,  at  the  Post  Office  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  under  the  Act  of  August  24, 
1912. 


(ORMfRIl    THF    lOUlS'/lrH     COHSCRVATION  1ST 

Published  Monthly  in  the  interest  of  conservation  by  the 

Louisiana  Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 

126  Civil  Courts  Building,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Isaac  D.  Chapman 
Editor 


Permission   for   publication   of   all    material    in   this    issue    is   granted  on  condition  that  we  receive  marked  copies  and  that  credit  be  given 
for   any    illustrations    reproduced.     Contributions    and    photographs   will   be  welcomed.    Each  should  be  accompanied  by  stamped  return  enve- 


lope.    Proper  credit  will   be  given  on  all   material  accepted. 


Volume  6 


DECEMBER,  1947 


Number   1 


NEW  FISH  AND  GAME  PRESERVES 
PLANNED  FOR  STATE  OF  LOUISIANA 


As  part  of  its  program  to  pro- 
vide more  fishing  and  recreational 
facilities  for  the  citizens  of  Loui- 
siana, the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  has  completed 
plans  for  the  establishment  of 
several  new  fish  and  game  pre- 
serves in  various  sections  of  the 
state.  A  preliminary  work  on  many 
of  these  new  projects  have  al- 
ready been  completed  and  as  soon 
as  the  engineering  data  is  ob- 
tained, the  projects  will  be  ready 
for  presentation  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature. 

Among  the  new  proposed  fish 
and  game  preserves  are  the  Cedar 
Lake  Project  in  Rapides  Parish; 
the  Hall  Brake  Fish  and  Game 
Preserve  in  Natchitoches  Parish; 
the  Bayou  D'Loutre  Fish  and 
Game  Preserve  in  Union  Parish. 

In  each  instance,  the  individual 
projects  have  the  wholehearted 
support  and  approved  of  civic  and 
sportmen's  organizations  in  each 
of  the  parishes.  Officials  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment have  surveyed  each  of  these 
individual  projects  and  found 
them  to  be  feasible  as  well  as 
desirable.  The  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Works  which  does  the  engineer- 
ing work  for  all  state  departments 
has  been  requested  to  make  the 
necessary  engineering  surveys  of 
these  projects  and  they  are  all 
expected  to  be  completed  in  time 
to  be  presented  to  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature. 

Several  other  new  fish  and  game 
preserves  which  have  recently  been 
established  in  Louisiana  are  under 
construction  at  this  time.  Among 
the  new  preserves  recently  com- 
pleted was  the  Chenier  Brake 
Project  in  Ouachita.  A  contract 
has    recently    been    awarded    for 


raising  of  a  dam  across  Bayou 
Chivary  above  Allen  Dam  on 
Saline  Lake  in  the  Northwest 
Louisiana  Game  and  Fish  Pre- 
serve. A  contract  has  also  been 
awarded  recently  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Horseshoe  Lake  Fish 
and  Game  Preserve  in  Morehouse 
Parish. 

CONCENTRATION   OF   DUCKS 
ATTRACTS    NATION    WIDE 
ATTENTION 

The  unprecedented  numbers  of 
ducks  and  geese  which  concen- 
trated on  the  rice  farms  of  Alba 
Pelloquin  near  Jennings  in  Jeffer- 
son Davis  Parish  just  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  migratory  season 
on  November  18  has  attracted 
nationwide  attention.  The  number 
of  ducks  and  geese  increased  con- 
siderably from  day  to  day  until 
at  one  time  it  was  estimated  that 
there  were  over  200,000  ducks  in 
the  vicinity. 

Federal  agents  posted  the  area 
as  a  federal  refuge  and  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  ducks,  also,  the 
area  was  patrolled  by  federal  and 
state  agents.  The  Jeff  Davis  Rod 
and  Gun  Club  of  Jennings  spon- 
sored the  project  to  feed  the  ducks 
and  the  use  of  an  airplane  was 
obtained  to  scatter  food  twice  a 
dav.  The  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  assisted  the  sports- 
men of  Jefferson  Davis  Parish  in 
their  project  by  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  up  to  $300.00  worth 
of  duck  food. 


The  greatest  slaughter  of  game 
in  the  American  history  took  nlace 
in  1872,  1873  and  1874  when  it 
is  estimated  that  over  1.400.000 
buffaloes  were  killed  for  their 
hides  alone. 


U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Upholds  State's 
Pollution  Law 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ministrative  relief  and  (2)  that 
while  federal  courts  will  act  under 
certain  circumstances  to  prevent 
an  invasion  of  the  constitutional 
rights  by  State  authorities,  al- 
though no  prior  attempt  has  been 
made  to  exhaust  administrative 
remedies,  as  a  general  rule  they 
will  do  so  only  where  the  State 
statute  is  void  upon  its  face". 

The  Federal  court's  opinion  fur- 
ther pointed  out  that  to  safeguard 
the  rights  of  the  public,  the  act 
creating  the  Stream  Control  Com- 
mission, affords  a  hearing  to  those 
who  are  affected,  and  further  that 
after  a  hearing,  the  party  affected 
may  still  appeal  from  the  ruling  of 
the  Commission  by  filing  suit  in 
the  District  Court  in  East  Baton 
Rouge  Parish  and  on  such  a  re- 
view, the  decree  of  the  court 
supersedes  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

In  concluding  its  opinion,  the 
three-judge  Federal  court  stated 
that  the  acts  creating  the  Stream 
Control  Commission  meets  the 
"test  of  due  process  of  the  14th 
Amendment".  Also,  it  stated  that 
until  a  final  order  of  determina- 
tion by  the  State  court  on  review 
of  a  final  order  by  the  Commission 
has  been  issued  adversely  affect- 
ing plaintiff's  rights,  "its  applica- 
tion to  this  Court  for  an  injunction 
is  premature." 

Following  this  opinion,  the  Texas 
Company  appealed  to  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  This  court, 
without  hearing  any  arguments  in 
the^fltjiisw issued  no  opinion,  but 
the  appeal,  which  in 
ed  the  opinion  of 
URfcNWjuiSfce  Federal  court. 
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NOVEMBER  ARRESTS 
SETS  NEW  RECORD 
FOR  ENFORCEMENT 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
vember  in  43  parishes  of  the  State. 
The  largest  number  were  made  in 
St.  Tammany  parish  with  110  ar- 
rests. East  Carroll  came  next  with 
21  followed  by  Ouachita  with  l4 
and   Morehouse  with   12. 

While  most  of  the  violations 
were  concerned  with  migratory 
game,  such  as  hunting  ducks  and 
geese  before  the  legal  shooting 
hour,  hunting  ducks  without  a  fed 
eral  stamp,  and  hunting  ducks  anc 
doves  before  the  season  opened 
there  were  a  large  variety  of  othei 
violations  ranging  from  anglin; 
without  a  license  to  possessing 
undersize  commercial  fish. 

"Like  a  duck  takes  to  water' 
is  a  familiar  expression.  Swim 
ming,  of  course,  is  a  natural  in 
stinct  with  ducks.  Young  mallarc 
ducks,  upon  their  first  ventun 
from  the  nest,  have  been  knowi 
to  swim  as  far  as  a  third  of  a  mile 
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JUNIOR  WILDLIFE  CLUB  PROGRAM  BEING  EXPANDED 


Eleven  New  Junior  Groups  Formed  in 
Louisiana  Since  September 


'on't  look  now,  but  someday 
there  may  be  a  conservation-edu- 
cation program  in  every  high 
school  in  Louisiana. 

That  is  the  goal  of  the  Educa- 
tion and  Publicity  division  of  the 
department  of  wildlife  and  fish- 
eries. 

Realizing  fully  that  true  conser- 
vation within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Pelican  State  will  never  be 
realized  through  adult  participa- 
tion alone,  efforts  are  being  made 
by  division  workers  to  bring  more 
and  more  schools  into  the  scope  of 
a  recognized  medium  for  that  pur- 
pose— the  Junior  Wildlife  Clubs. 

Since  the  fall  term  began  in 
September,  11  such  groups  have 
been  formed,  thus  bringing  the 
total  of  active  junior  Wildlife 
Clubs  to  23. 

Numbered  among  the  latest  en- 
trants are  Fair  Park  high  school, 
Shreveport;  Hall  Summit,  Fair- 
\iew  Alpha,  Coushatta,  Martin, 
Eunice,  Rodessa,  Benton,  Werner 
Park,  and  Sulphur. 

Other  clubs,  formed  during  the 
1946-47  school  year  and  at  present 
carrying  on  the  nine-month  pro- 
gram o  f  conservation-education, 
are :  Lake  Providence,  Oak  Grove, 
Bastrop,  Crowley,  Maurepas, 
Ponchatoula,  Hahnville,  Leesville, 
Independence,  Kentwood,  Loran- 
ger  and  Covington. 

Admittedly,  some  of  the  latter 
group  have  lagged  in  grasping  the 
full  program;  however,  steps  are 
being  made  to  rectify,  or  rejuve- 
nate, club  work  in  those  localities. 
A  departure  from  the  usual  pro- 
cedure of  club  formation  occured 
November  4  at  Sulphur  when  a 
Junior  Wildlife  Club  was  organized 
among  all  the  Boy  Scouts  in  the 
Sulphur  Area.  During  the  monthly 
Court  of  Honor,  held  at  the  Sul- 
phur High  School,  Scout  leaders 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  a  Club 
which  someday  may  be  the  largest 
in  the  state. 

E.   D.   Busch,  a  long-time  advo- 
conservation, 


cate  of  wildlife 
secretary  of  the  senior  wildlife 
club  at  Sulphur  and  a  Scoutmaster, 
agreed  to  act  as  counselor  for  the 
new  organization. 

In  another  unprecedented  ac- 
tion, the  club  formed  at  Fair  Park 
High  school  included  in  its  mem- 
bership several  girls,  marking  the 
first   time    "Junior    Sportswomen" 
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have  been  admitted  to  the  former 
all-male  clubs.  Not  only  were  the 
young  ladies  accepted  but  they 
garnered  three  of  the  four  offices 
in  an  election. 

The  Club  elected  Miss  Elizabeth 
Liles  president,  Betty  Frizzell, 
vice-president;  Barbara  Lytle, 
secretary,  and  Bruce  Hunter, 
treasurer. 

Officers  elected  in  other  new 
clubs  are :  Sulphur  —  President, 
Jerry  E  u  w  e  r;  Vice-president, 
Bobby  Guillotte;  Secretary-treas- 
urer, George  Hynes; 

Rodessa  —  President,  Ronald 
Riggs;  Vice-President,  Pete  Zylks; 
Secretary-treasurer,  Walter  Hen- 
sin,  and  Counselor,  H.  H.  Adams; 
Martin  —  President,  Dan.  E. 
Dupree;  Vice-president,  Due 
Wayne  Thomas;  Secretary-treas- 
urer, Donald  Bambuerg,  and 
Counselor,   William   H.  Loftin; 

Coushatta — A.  Delmar  Walker, 
counselor;  John  H.  Collins,  presi- 
dent; Tom  D.  Adcock,  vice-presi- 
dent; and  Bruce  Harp,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

Hall  Summit — Weyland  Hester, 
president;  Wilbur  Wood,  \ice- 
pres. ;  Bobby  Bronwell,  secy.- 
treas. ;  and  Clinton  Jackson  coun- 
selor; 

Fairview  Alpha — Bud  Buswell, 
president;  Donald  Perkins,  vice- 
pres. ;  Douglas  Dickens,  secy.- 
treas. ;  and  Wilmer  Jackson,  coun- 
selor. 

Benton — Paul  George,  pr«s.; 
George  N.  Grammar,  vice-pres. ; 
William  Arthur,  secy.-treas. ;  Hud- 
ston  Johnston,  counselor; 

Werner  Park — John  D.  Crump, 
pres. ;  Harvey  Dunn,  vice-pres.; 
Jinu-.iy  Clemens,  secy-treas. ;  Mrs. 
James,  counselor. 

A  streamlined  program  covering 
the  most  important  phases  of  con- 
servation study  is  incorporated  in 
the  1947-48  agenda.  Junior 
Sportsmen  learn  actual  facts  about 
the  necessity  for  conserving  many 
of  our  wild  animals  and  birds. 
They  soon  understand  why  abso- 
lute observance  of  laws  regarding 
wildlife  is  necessary,  and  in  turn, 
aid  in  forming  public  opinion 
toward  that  end. 

Because  of  the  summer  vacation, 
in  which  many  rural  students  just 
of  necessity  devote  their  time  to 
helping  in  farm  work,  no  curricu- 
lum was  planned  for  those  three 
months.  However,  officials  believe 
that  if  the  program  for  the  nine- 
month  period  is  taken  seriously, 
conservation  practices  during  vaca- 


tion will  be  observed  naturally  by 
club    members. 

Here  is  the  full  nine-months' 
program  for  Junior  Sportsmen 
during  the  fiscal  year: 

SEPTEMBER;  Discussion  on 
why  conservation  of  wildlife  is 
necessary  in  Louisiana  and  over 
the  nation;  present  fish  and  game 
laws; 

OCTOBER;  Discussion  of  fur- 
bearing  animals,  their  habits  and 
merits  in  Louisiana; 

NOVEMBER;  Reptiles:  classes 
found  in  Louisiana,  their  identifi- 
cation, habits  and  best  methods  of 
treating  their  bites; 

DECEMBER;  Birds:  families  of 
birds  in  state,  their  identification, 
nesting  places,  food  and  habits; 

JANUARY;  Predators:  discus- 
sion of  the  various  animals,  rep- 
tiles, fish  and  birds  that  prey  on 
game  here,  and  how  best  to  dis- 
pose of  them ; 

FEBRUARY;  Fish:  their  import- 
ance to  the  state  and  to  the  indi- 
vidual; classes,  best  methods  of 
identification,  spawning  periods, 
and  where  to  find  them; 

MARCH;  Safety:  rules  govern- 
ing handling  of  firearms,  precau- 
tions  in   handling   fires   in   woods, 


discussion  of  drinking  waters,  and 
of  poisonous  plant  identification: 
review  snake-bite  remedies; 

APRIL;  Constructive  aid  to 
wildlife:  bird  house  projects,  fish 
pond  and  stocking  enterprise,  and 
maintenance  of  game  cover  on 
farms ; 

MAY;  Review  of  game  and  fish 
laws,  predators,  wildlife  identifica- 
tion, and  the  necessity  of  their  pre- 
servation. 

During  the  summer  months,  such 
projects  as  the  construction  of  a 
rifle  range,  camping  trips,  erection 
of  woodland  huts,  planting  of 
trees  and  shrubbery  and  exhibi- 
tions of  casting  may  be  attempted. 

As  a  supplement  to  the  regular 
monthly  meetings,  such  demonstra- 
tion as  rifle  and  shotgun  shoot- 
ing, trapping  methods,  and  displays 
of  best  fishing  equipment  might  be 
of  aid  in  stimulating  interest. 
Also,  contests  in  bird-house  build- 
ing, rifle  shooting,  or  casting,  with 
prizes  awarded  winners,  are  sure- 
fire spurs  to  added  attraction 
among  members. 


Latest  research  shows  that  white 
bass  die  of  old  age  in  three  years. 


For  sport  at  its  best,  many  Louisi 
for  quail  hunting.  The  State's  quail 
will   continue   through    February   20th 
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ana   hunters  claim  there   is   no  rival 
season    opened    December    1st    and 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF 
SINCE  IT'S 


NUTRIA  IN  FEW  YEARS 

INTRODUCTION  IN  LOUISIANA 

HAS  BEEN  VIRTUALLY  PHENOMENAL 


By  Armand  P.  Daspit 

On  October  11th,  1930,  I  re- 
ceived a  bulletin  from  Mr.  G.  Mul- 
ler  of  Buenas  Aires  offering  to 
this  Department  South  American 
Nutria. 

I  immediately  took  up  the  mat- 
ter with  Mr.  Edward  A.  Mcllhenny, 
who  is  always  interested  in  Loui- 
siana's natural  resources  and 
development,  and  he  promptly  pro- 
cured several  pairs  and  experi- 
mented with  them  on  Avery  Island. 
The  colony  soon  grew  very  large 
and  were  liberated  in  the  marshes. 
Whereas  the  Nutria  or  Coypu  is  in 

(Editor's  Note:  With  Louisi- 
ana's trapping  season  now  under 
way,  interest  is  naturally 
focused  on  the  muskrat,  the 
State's  champion  fur  bearer,  but 
considerable  attention  is  also 
being  given  to  Louisiana's  new- 
est fur  bearer — the  Nutria  or 
Coypu.  In  only  a  few  years,  the 
nutria  production  has  increased 
greatly  in  Louisiana.  During  the 
1945-46  season  the  catch  was 
8,784  nutria  pelts,  while  last  sea- 
son  the   take  was   18,015. 

In  the  accompanying  article, 
Mr.  Armand  P.  Daspit,  veteran 
director  of  the  Fur  and  Refuge 
Division  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department,  tells  the 
story  of  how  the  nutria  was  in- 
troduced in  Louisiana  and  how 
it  has  developed.  And  he  pre- 
dicts that  in  time  this  new  fur 
bearer  may  equal  in  value  the 
muskrat  production  in  Loui- 
siana.) 


its  infancy  in  Louisiana,  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  it  will,  in 
time,  equal  in  value  the  muskrat 
production   in    this   State. 

The  Nutria  or  Coypu  loves  the 
marshes  and  it  thrives  there  and, 
strange  to  say,  does  not  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  muskrat  pro- 
duction, as  the  food  required  by 
the  Nutria  is  entirely  different 
from  that  of  the  Muskrat.  In  other 
words  there  is  ample  place  in  our 
marshes  for  both  species,  as  the 
nutria  prefer  fresh-water  marshes 
over  brackish  or  salt-water 
marshes,  with  the  reverse  being 
true  for  muskrats,  the  result  is  that 
there  will  not  be  much  direct  com- 
petition between  these  two  fur- 
bearers  in  Louisiana. 

Whereas  some  effort  was  made 
by  Captain  Henry  C.  Brote  in  1933 


to  develop  a  colony  of  nutria  in 
and  around  Covington,  St.  Tam- 
many Parish,  his  efforts  to  popu- 
late that  section  of  the  country 
with  nutria  were  never  realized. 
A  great  many  were  released  by 
Captain  Brote  but  this  office  has 
nc\er  heard  of  nutria  being  taken 
east  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Their 
habitat  seems  to  be  in  Iberia,  Ver- 
milion and  Cameron  Parishes. 
These  nuti'ias  were  imported  and 
bred  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Mcllhenny  who 
released  them  in  the  marshes  in 
the  proximity  of  Avery  Island.  A 
few  have  been  taken  as  far  west  as 
the  Sabine  River  and  east  as  far 
as  the  Parish  of  Lafouche.  Last 
year's  take  of  nutrias  was  18,015 
and  they  were  trapped  in  the 
vicinity  south  of  Avery  Island.  The 
nutria  seems  to  be  on  the  increase 
as  only  8,784  were  taken  in  the 
1945-1946  season. 

Nutria  are  entirely  vegetarian 
and  under  natural  conditions  feed 
preferably  on  water  plants,  bulbs, 
roots,  etc.  They  are  successfully 
raised  and  will  propagate  in  pens 
under  equal  conditions  as  rabbits 
in  modern  outdoor  breeding  estab- 
lishments. In  contrast  to  the  rab- 
bit the  nutria  prefers  dampness, 
moisture  and  shade  and  needs  pro- 
tection  from   strong   sunshine. 

These  animals  can  be  grown 
very  easily  in  pens  and  thrive  on 
any  kind  of  grain  or  garden  truck 
or  garden  tubers,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  white  potatoes.  They  like 
beets,  sweet  potatoes,  carrots,  cab- 
bage, turnips  and  grain  of  all 
kinds,  as  well  as  freshly  cut  alfalfa 
hay.  They  pasture  where  they  can 
get  sufficient  green  grass.  They 
need  no  other  food;  they  eat  the 
same  food  the  year  round.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  the  nutria  to 
have  water  to  swim  in. 

Nutria  will  thrive  in  a  small  en- 
closure, providing  they  have  an 
abundance  of  water  for  drinking 
purposes.    It   is   not   necessary  for 


the  water  contents  to  be  sufficient 
for  swimming,  although  a  small 
tank  in  which  they  can  submerge 
is  advisable,  if  practicable. 

Nutrias  have  powerful  teeth,  and 
will  cut  out  of  any  wood  enclosing 
them,  unless  the  wood  is  protected 
on  the  inside  by  wire-screen.  They 
will  cut  the  light  poultry  netting, 
but  will  not  cut  heavy  poultry 
netting.  Two  inch  mesh  netting 
should  be  used  for  protecting  the 
wood  on  the  inside.  Unless  the  pen 
in  which  they  are  enclosed  has  a 
floor  through  which  they  cannot 
dig,  the   enclosure  should  be  sunk 


Louisiana's  1947-1948  trap- 
ping season  is  now  well  under 
way.  The  season  for  all  fur 
bearing  animals  except  musk- 
rat  and  nutria  has  been  under 
way  since  November  20  and 
is  scheduled  to  close  at  the 
end  of  the  day  on  January  20. 
For  muskrat  and  nutria,  the 
season  has  been  under  way 
since  December  1  and  is 
scheduled  to  continue  through 
February   15. 


at  least  2%  ft.,  preferably  3  ft., 
into  the  ground. 

The  pen  in  which  Mr.  E.  A.  Mc- 
llhenny, Avery  Island,  La.,  raises 
nutrias  is  large,  covering  about 
thiity-five  acres  of  ordinary  marsh, 
with  holes  dug  in  it,  in  which  there 
is  a  constant  supply  of  water.  The 
fence  surrounding  the  nutria  en- 
closure is  sunk  three  feet  into  the 
ground,  and  extends  for  four  feet 
above  the  ground,  and  is  wood 
with  wire-covering.  The  wire-cov- 
ering, however,  does  not  reach  the 
top  of  the  fence,  as  Nutrias  climb 
where  they  have  a  mesh  in  which 
they  can  get  a  foothold.  They  can- 
not climb  up  a  plank;  nor  will  they 
cut  through  a  plank,  unless  their 
hind  feet  are  on  the  ground. 

Nutrias  should  have,  if  kept  in  a 
small  enclosure,  a  retreat  in  which 


Height  of  State's 
Hunting  Season 
Is  Now  Under  Way 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Open  season  on  the  popular 
Bob-White-Quail,  which  opened 
December  1,  will  continue  through 
February  20.  The  bag  limit  is  15 
and  the  season  limit  is  120,  with 
possession  limit  30. 

Louisiana's  dove  season  which 
also  opened  December  1  will  con- 
tinue through  January  29.  Bag 
limit  on  this  species  is  ten  and 
possession  limit  is  ten. 

The  scrambled  deer  season 
which  varies  in  many  parishes  will 
end  January  10.  The  season  on 
squirrels  will  end  January  15.  Bag 
limit  on  squirrels  is  10  and  posses- 
sion limit  is  10.  For  rabbits  the 
season  will  continue  through 
March  1.  There  is  no  limit  on  this 
game  and  it  may  be  sold  in  open 
season.  The  season  on  bears  will 
close  January  1  and  on  chipmunks 
February  1.  Legal  possession  lim- 
its  of  resident  game  may  be  pos- 
sessed up  to  within  30  days  of  the 
opening   of   the   following   season. 


The  neck  of  a  bird  has  greater 
freedom  of  motion  than  that  of  a 
snake.  In  the  tiny  neck  of  a  spar- 
row there  are  14  vertebrae;  in  the 
swan's  23;  while  the  neck  of  a 
giraffe  has  only  7. 

they  can  retire  out  of  the  sun, 
and  this  retreat  should  have  an 
abundance  of  hay  in  which  the 
animals  can  hide. 

In  the  ordinary  course  one  male 
is  sufficient  for  several  females, 
however,  they  can  also  be  bred  in 
pairs.  Males  should  never  be  kept 
together,  except  when  young  up 
to  the  age  of  three  months.  The 
Female  is  somewhat  smaller  than 
the  Male  and  has  the  peculiar  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  animal 
with  its  breasts  in  the  back  instead 
of  on  the  belly.  These  animals 
raise  two  litters  a  year.  The  litters 
average  from  four  to  eight  young. 
The  young  breed  at  six  months  so 
the  increase  is  rapid.  They  mature 
between  six  and   nine  months. 

The  period  of  gestation  is  about 
90  days.  In  general  breeding,  mat- 
ing and  handling  of  the  animals  is 
entirely  similar  to  rabbits.  Careful 
observation  and  study  of  the 
animals  and  their  habits,  will  soon 
give  expert  knowledge  of  handling 
and  caring  for  them  to  anyone  ac- 
customed to  breeding  rabbits  or 
other  fur-bearers. 

It  is  generally  considered  that 
the  raising  of  Nutrias  is  much 
more  lucrative  and  less  hazardous 
than  that  of  rabbits,  muskrats, 
beavers  or  other  fur-bearers. 
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SPORTSMEN  FLUNK  CONSERVATION 

PUBLIC  APATHY  IS  CAUSE  AS  HUNTERS 

AND  FISHERMEN  FAIL  TO  ASSERT  THEMSELVES 


Five 


By  Glenn  L.  Martin, 

leading  airplane  manufacturer 
and  President  of  the  League  of 
Maryland   Sportsmen,    Inc. 

When  things  go  wrong,  and  we 
can  lay  the  blame  on  someone  else, 
few  of  us  advertise,  or  are  even 
aware  of,  our  own  responsibility 
for  the  course  of  events.  If  our 
car  is  in  collision,  the  driver  of  the 
other  vehicle  is  the  guilty  party — 
not  ourselves.  Should  we  over- 
sleep, the  alarm  clock  is  at  fault, 
.  and  not  our  failure  to  set  it  prop- 
erly. And  if  our  public  servants 
do  not  carry  out  our  desires,  we 
berate  their  cussedness  or  their 
stupidity,  and  not  our  own  failure 
to  make  our  wishes  known. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  lack  of 
more  substantial  progress  in  the 
preservation  and  restoration  of 
our  natural  resources  is  due  more 
to  public  apathy  than  to  any  other 

(Editor's  Note:  This  is  an- 
other in  a  series  of  educational 
cartoons  by  J.  N.  "Ding"  Darling 
and  leading  national  conserva- 
tionists on  subjects  of  import- 
ance to  sportsmen.  The  accom- 
panying article  written  by  Glenn 
L.  Martin,  the  well  known  air- 
plane mnaufacturer  of  Mary- 
land, presents  a  timely  challenge 
to    sportsmen    of   Louisiana. 

The  cartoons  by  "Ding"  Darl- 
ing are  being  run  in  this  publi- 
cation and  some  60  Louisiana 
newspapers,  as  an  educational 
service  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  and 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Darling  and  the  syndicate  which 
handles  his  work,  the  Des  Moines 
Register  and  New  York  Herald 
Tribune.) 

cause.  Most  sportsmen  are  far 
more  vociferous  in  their  criticism 
of  constituted  authority  for  failure 
to  act  vigorously  and  wisely  in 
behalf  of  our  woods,  waters  and 
wildlife,  than  in  presenting  sound 
reasons  for  such  action  and  mak- 
ing it  crystal  clear  that  they 
expect   it   to   be   taken. 

Our  public  officials,  state  and 
national,  are  intensely  interested 
in  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, not  only  because  most  of  them 
sincerely  wish  to  do  a  good  job, 
but  also  because  it  would  be  bad 
politics  to  do  otherwise.  The  office- 
holder who  consistently  runs 
counter    to    the    just    demands    of 


his   constituents   does   not   go    far 
in  public  life. 

We  sportsmen  just  aren't  play- 
ing our  cards  properly  today.  De- 
votees of  gunning  and  angling  are 
more  numerous  than  at  any  time  in 
history.  Sales  of  hunting  and 
fishing  licenses  reached  an  all-time 
high  in  1946.  It  is  conservatively 
estimated  that  at  least  one  out  of 
every  eight  Americans  now  finds 
healthful    recreation    with    rod    or 


natural  resources.  It  is  not  alone 
the  sportsman's  concern,  it  is  vital 
to  the  welfare  of  every  living 
American.  But  it  is  up  to  -the 
sportsman  to  help  publicize  this 
fact. 

Water  and  soil,  prime  essentials 
for  wildlife,  are  likewise  prime 
essentials  for  human  life.  Fortu- 
nately, measures  to  conserve  these 
essentials,  through  establishment 
of  headwater  ponds,   terracing  of 


Don't  say  it  —  Sign  it! 


gun.  If  no  other  portion  of  our 
population  was  concerned,  the 
united  voice  of  this  group  would 
have  the  respectful  attention  of 
every   political   ear. 

We  are  also  guilty  of  failure  to 
bring  up  overwhelming  reinforce- 
ments. Students  of  conservation 
and  world  history  have  submitted 
convincing  evidence  that  the  wel- 
fare, indeed  the  very  existence, 
of  our  Nation  is  dependent  upon 
the    wise    administration    of    our 


farms,  and  planting  of  soil-bind- 
ing trees,  shrubs,  vines  and  grasses, 
are  in  themselves  directly  and  im- 
mediately helpful  to  wildlife. 
Therefore,  the  need  for  such 
measures  is  naturally  more  evident 
to  the  sportsman  than  to  any  other 
group,  with  the  possible  exception 
of  the  farmer. 

Consequently,  we,  as  sportsmen, 
share  With  the  farmer  the  prime 
responsibility  for  impressing  upon 
our  lawmakers  the  importance   of 


adequate  provision  for  soil  and 
water  conservation,  and  of  other 
measures  more  exclusively  for  the 
benefit  of  wildlife,  and  in  enlist- 
ing the  active  support  of  thinking- 
men  in  all  walks  of  life  for  general 
conservation  measures,  whose 
value  to  our  entire  population  can- 
not be  disputed. 

We  are  more  numerous  and 
powerful  than  ever  before.  We 
have  a  responsibility  to  genera- 
tions yet  unborn  to  use  this  power. 
Let  us,  then,  be  active  individually 
and  through  our  clubs  and  associa- 
tions in  demanding  of  our  elected 
representatives  and  candidates  for 
office  that  they  commit  themselves 
to  the  protection  of  the  resources 
that  have  made  our  country  great. 
But  in  our  use  of  the  power  that 
is  ours,  let  us  be  sure  that  our 
demands  are  just — that  they  are 
in  the  interests  of  true  conserva- 
tion, and  are  not  born  of  desire 
for  self-indulgence  detrimental  to 
the  common  good. 

Civilization  has  decreased  the 
acreage  of  areas  suitable  for  wild- 
life. It  has  given  us  infinitely  bet- 
ter transportation  that  has  brought 
formerly  remote  areas  within  easy 
reach.  Our  population  has  grown, 
but  the  numbers  of  our  anglers 
and  hunters  have  increased  in  far 
greater  ratio.  The  hunting  and 
fishing  pressure  has  risen  tremend- 
ously, while  the  supply  of  many 
kinds  of  fish  and  game  has  fallen 
alarmingly.  Let  us,  therefore,  as 
good  sportsmen,  observe  to  the  let- 
ter the  regulations  which  our  State 
and  Federal  agencies  assure  us  are 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
our  fish  and  wildlife,  even  though 
this  may  involve  substantial  sacri- 
fice on  our  part. 

This  is  not  merely  good  sports- 
manship— it  is  common  sense.  It 
will  demonstrate  our  sincerity  of 
purpose  and  will  assure  respectful 
audience  when  we  advocate  sound 
and  constructive  measures  for  the 
perpetuation  of  fin,  fur  and 
feathers — including  many  that  will 
be  beneficial  in  the  long  run  to 
every  man,  woman  and  child  with- 
in our  great  nation. 

For  too  long,  the  history  of 
hunting  and  fishing  in  the  United 
States — as  in  the  history  of  farm- 
ing, lumbering  and  other  activities 
— has  been  one  of  taking  away 
without  putting  back.  Fortunately, 
this  method  of  procedure  has  been 
undergoing  a  change.  Various  gov- 
ernmental agencies,  including  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  and  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  are 
placing  more  and  more  emphasis 
on  restoration. 

In  the  field  of  private  endeavor, 
Ducks  Unlimited  is  engaged  in  the 
highly  necessary  and  commendable 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  3) 
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CHANGING  CONCEPTS  OF  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT 


By  Dr.  Ira  N.  Gabrielson 
The  management  of  the  wildlife 
resources  has  been  successively 
based  on  different  ideas.  Each  had 
its  enthusiastic  proponents  who 
were  sure  that  their  concept  pro- 
vided the  method  to  insure  every 
hunter's  and  every  fisherman's 
dreams  of  endless  sport. 

One  after  another  the  believer 
in  regulated  hunting,  in  artificial 
propagation  and  stocking,  and  in 
refuges — to  mention  only  three  of 
the  more  important — have  had 
their  innings.    Yet  no  one  of  these 


Editor's  Note: — The  author 
of  this  article  needs  no  intro- 
duction to  any  segment  of  the 
hunting  and  fishing  public. 
One  of  the  world's  foremost 
authorities  in  wildlife  conser- 
vation, Dr.  Gabrielson  last 
year  resigned  as  chief  of  the 
U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Serv- 
ice to  become  president  of 
the  new  Wildlife  Manage- 
ment Institute.  In  this  role 
his  rich  experience  as  biolo- 
gist and  administrator,  and 
his  keen  insight  into  fish  and 
game  problems,  become  avail- 
able to  federal  government, 
to  all  the  states,  and  to  the 
public. 


methods  for  increasing  stocks  of 
wildlife  have  proved  to  be  the  an- 
swer. All  remain  and  probably  will 
remain  useful  tools  of  proper  man- 
agement. 

Certainly  no  thinking  sportsman 
can  seriously  believe  that  it  will 
ever  be  possible  to  go  without 
some  restriction  on  the  human 
harvest  of  these  natural  resources. 
The  type  and  degree  of  regulation 
may  change  from  year  to  year  but 
regulations  will  always  be  a  part 
of  the  management  program. 
Must  Furnish  Sanctuaries 
Likewise,  few  successful  man- 
agement programs  and  no  success- 
ful restoration  program  has  to  date 
been  put  into  operation  without 
furnishing  sanctuary  for  necessary 
breeding  stocks  by  some  method  or 
other.  It  may  have  been  by 
permanent  or  temporary  refuges, 
by  refuges  that  were  provided  pri- 
marily for  that  purpose,  or  by 
either  public  or  private  lands  that 
were  closed  to  hunting  or  fishing 
for  other  than  wildlife  conserva- 
tion reasons  but  that  nevertheless 
did  furnish  the  necessary  protec 
tion  provided  by  refuges.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  refuges  both 
formal    and    otherwise,    which    are 


refuges  in  fact  though  not  in  name, 
will  always  be  used  in  manage- 
ment programs. 

Neither  is  there  much  doubt  that 
restocking  will  always  remain  a 
useful  and,  under  some  circum- 
stances, a  mighty  important  tool 
in  management. 

The  latest  and,  so  far  as  its  been 
tried,  the  most  effective  method 
for  producing  game  and  fish  is 
restoration  of  proper  living  condi- 
tions for  them.  Along  with  this 
must  go  vigorous  efforts  to  pre- 
serve such  good  environment  as 
may  still  exist.  Obviously  no  gain 
is  achieved  if  an  acre  of  produc- 
tive land  or  water  is  destroyed 
for  each  new  acre  that  may  be 
restored.  All  that  has  been  ac- 
complished has  been  a  shifting  of 
population  to  conform  to  the 
changing  conditions. 
Suitable  Environment  Necessary 

The  development  of  suitable  en- 
vironment has  demonstrated  that 
this  method  will  produce  more 
game  and  fish  annually  at  a 
cheaper  unit  cost  than  any  other 
method  yet  found.  It  is  nature's 
way  of  producing  wildlife  and  it 
has  the  enormous  additional  ad- 
vantage of  fitting  in  well  with  the 
vitally  important  program  of  soil 
conservation  and  management. 

It  cannot  produce  indefinitely 
expanding  quantities  of  wildlife 
for  there  is  a  definite  limit  to  the 
amount  of  life  that  can  be  pro- 
duced even  on  the  best  and  most 
suitable  land. 

The  idea  of  producing  unlimited 
supplies  of  wildlife  on  any  area  of 
land,  however  good  it  may  be,  is 
as  absurd  as  the  idea  of  produc- 
ing 1000  bushels  of  corn  to  the 
acre  would  be  if  a  farmer  expected 
to  do  it  on  land  now  producing  70 
bushels  with  the  very  best  farming 
practices.  It  is  said  that  nothing 
is  impossible.  Some  day  the  1000 
bushels  corn  per  acre  may  be  done 
but  it  will  take  revolutionary 
changes  in  present  knowledge  and 
methods,  to  bring  it  about. 
Take  Quail,  For  Example 
If  the  understanding  that  only 
a  limited  amount  of  life  can  be 
produced  on  any  area  is  applied 
to  quail — a  widely-loved  upland 
game  bird  in  Missouri — the  limita- 
tion becomes  clear.  There  have 
been  cases  where  careful  manage- 
ment has  maintained  a  breeding 
population  of  a  bird  to  the  acre. 
On  good  average  quail  land,  how- 
ever, the  natural  ceiling  is  a  bird 
to  from  5  to  10  acres — a  popula- 
tion   which    rapidly    thins    out    as 


land  becomes  less  suited  for  quail 
use. 

The  living  requirements  of  the 
bob-white  are  better  known  than 
those  of  any  other  upland  game 
bird  and,  therefore,  an  applica- 
tion of  this  knowledge  is  surer  to 
produce  results  than  in  other 
species  that  have  been  less  inten- 
sively studied. 

What  should  be  done  to  produce 
the  greatest  annual  crop  of  quail 
on  a  given  area?  Or  as  one  man 
put  it  to  me  recently,  what  would 
you    do   if   given    10,000   acres   of 
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land  and  plenty  of  money  to  pro- 
duce a  ciop  of  quail?  The  answer 
to  me  is  clear.  The  first  job  under- 
taken would  be  to  provide  the  best 
living  conditions  ior  the  greatest 
number  of  pairs  of  breeding  birds, 
and  fall  and  winter  feed  and  cover 
for  the  greatest  number  of  covies. 
These  food  and  cover  requirements 
are  well  known  and  equally  well 
known  is  the  necessity  of  the  two 
being  in  the  proper  relation  with 
each   other. 

First   Things    First 

In  other  Yirords  I'd  spend  my 
first  money  and  efforts  in  provid- 
ing the  necessary  living  conditions 
over  as  large  an  area  as  the 
character  of  the  land  and  its  other 
uses  would  permit.  This  would  be 
the  sensible  thing  for  two  reasons: 
First,  that  with  little  or  no  annual 
expense,  these  suitable  sites  would 
produce  and  shelter  a  new  crop  of 
quail  each  year  while  others  were 
being  developed;  and  secondly, 
they  would  provide  the  cheapest 
birds  over  a  term  of  years. 

Once  the  maximum  suitable 
cover  and  food  had  been  attained, 


I'd  spend  annually  the  necessary 
money  to  keep  it  in  top  condition, 
in  order  to  get  the  continuing 
benefit  of  this  natural  production. 
Next — if  the  money  still  held 
out  I'd  provide  for  restocking  in 
very  bad  seasons,  or  in  areas  that 
irremediable  reasons  remained 
with  populations  below  carrying 
capacity.  This  stock  might  be  ob- 
tained by  trapping  wild  birds  in 
areas  where  populations  were  high. 
In  fact,  wild  trapping  would  be 
first  preference  if  on  the  area 
under  control  an  uneven  distribu- 
tion of  birds  in  suitable  covert  re- 
mained after  the  shooting  season. 
I  might  or  might  not  provide  facili- 
ties for  raising  some  birds,  the 
decision  depending  on  the  fre- 
quency of  bad  seasons,  the  extent 
of  restocking  necessary  because  of 
spotty  distribution,  and  the  avail- 
ability of  wild  stocks.  Frequently 
it  is  cheaper  to  trap  and  move  wild 
birds  if  an  assured  source  of  sup- 
ply is  available. 

Lastly,  if  money  were  available 
after  these  programs  had  been 
carried  out  and  the  supplies  of 
these  funds  wanted  a  greater  har- 
vest than  the  land  would  produce. 
I'd  fall  back  on  the  system  used  in 
England  and  on  some  of  the  great 
shooting  preserves  in  this  country. 
/d  hatch  birds  and  release  them 
ahead  of  the  guns.  However,  I 
would  not  do  this  UNTIL  after 
the  other  measures  had  assured 
the  best  possible  production  of 
birds  by  working  with  Mother- 
Nature. 

In  the  average  state — working 
on  limited  budgets — the  best  long- 
time program  would  undoubtedly 
follow  the  same  general  pattern. 
Because  of  their  historical  se- 
quence and  sportsman-pressure, 
however,  many  states  have  spent 
and  often  wasted  much  of  their 
limited  funds  raising  or  buying 
and  releasing  birds  in  areas  totally 
unsuited  for  them. 

Good  quail  land,  in  suitable 
quail  country,  normally  will  have 
an  adequate  breeding  stock.  Oc- 
casional exceptions  may  be  areas 
under  too  heavy  gunning  pressure 
or  areas  subjected  to  several  suc- 
cessive poor  breeding  seasons  or 
extraordinarily  adverse  weather 
conditions.  The  quail  naturally 
produced  on  these  lands  must  of 
necessity  furnish  the  backbone  of 
the  huntable  population.  There 
will  inevitably  be  good,  mediocre 
and  poor  years,  the  frequency  of 
each  type  depending  upon  cumula- 
( Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  1) 
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Sever 


WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports    of    Arrests    and    Activities    of 
Wild    Life    Enforcement    Agents 


PARISHES    IN   WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  DURING 
NOVEMBER 

Allen    4 

Assumption 1 

Avoyelles  4 

Bossier .' 1 

Caddo 7 

Calcasieu   5 

Caldwell  1 

Cameron    6 

Catahoula    1 

Concordia    7 

East  Carrol 21 

Evangeline     1 

East  Baton   Rouge 3 

Grant  4 

Franklin     3 

Claiborne  4 

Iberville  7 

Jefferson 3 

Jeff  Davis  2 

Lafourche    6 

Livingston    6 

Jackson    3 

Morehouse  12 

Natchitoches    8 

Orleans 4 

Ouachita    14 

Plaquemines    _  4 

Pointe    Coupee    3 

Richland 4 

Red   River 1 

St.  Charles 8 

St.  James    2 

St.  John  7 

St.  Landry 7 

St.   Martin   3 

St.   Bernard  7 

St.   Tammany    110 

Tensas    3 

Terrebonne    4 

Tangipahoa 8 

Union 1 

Washington   3 

Webster 2 


BATES  TAKES  LEAVE 
TO  RUN  FOR  SHERIFF 

J.  W.  Bates,  veteran  wildlife  en- 
forcement agent,  and  who  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  top-flight  en- 
forcement agents  in  the  state,  has 
recently  taken  a  leave  of  absence 
to  enter  the  race  for  sheriff  of 
Tanpipahoa  Parish. 

Game  agent  Bates  enjoys  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  law-en- 
forcement officer  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  efficient 
employees  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries   Department. 


Fish,  like  humans,  get  seasick  if 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves  for 
an  extended  period. 


;    AGENTS  PARTICIPATING   IN 
NOVEMBER  ARRESTS 

Stanley  Anderson  5 

Cliff  Andrus  2 

Coster   Archibald   5 

Clifton   Ardoin    6 

Pierre  Babineaux  3 

Ivy   Beard   8 

Angelo   Benandi   42 

Jos.  Billiot  65 

Levert  Bird 9 

Hayman    Blanchard    6 

J.  L.  Book 4 

Percy   Brossett 2 

Lionel   Broussard   3 

John   Busalacchi   52 

Edward  Carline  7 

James  Carroll  4 

Sam  Chaze  4 

Ernest  Coats  ....• ; 2 

Steve  Collins 3 

Fred  Cook  3 

Ben  Dahlen 3 

R.  Davis  7 

Geo.  W.  Doloach     4 

Ed.  Fairbanks 6 

Brogan   Fairchild    6 

D.  L.  Farrar 3 

John  E.  Foolkes 4 

T.  H.  Forman,  Jr 7 

Nathan   Guillory 1 

Lesma  Hebert  23 

Clarence   Hood   21 

P.  F.   Huddleston 6 

Ardon   E.   Jones 10 

V.  Jones  6 

Wm.  Jones  6 

Hatton  Kelly  4 

B.  P.  LeBlanc 1 

Louis  N.   LeLeux 2 

Woodrow  LaBorde  5 

Cullen  J.  Landry 1 

James   Low   2 

W.  J.  McCauley 2 

James  McFerrin 2 

Jessie   McC.    Sanders 8 

Spencer   Maxwell    4 

R.   S.  Millikin 9 

Harold  Moreau  4 

Earl   Nugent   2 

Eugene  Magee  9 

Sam  Nunez  99 

Wilfred   Nunez   8 

Chas.  Olano  10 

B.    C.    Patterson 14 

Robt.  J.   Pertuis 9 

Nat  Pedro  4 

Eugene  Phillips  7 

W.  J.  Plattsmier 4 

Frank  Ragas  3 

P.  S.  Reardon.-., 3 

Cliff   Reeves   9 

Harry  Reno  52 

Thos.   Rayburn   3 

Geo.   Savario  2 

Lawrence  Sintes  : 93 


Edgar   Stanfield   , 2 

Allen   Swayze   3 

Oliver  Taunton  1 

Dudley  Trahan 6 

Frank  Trocchiano  59 

Ferdie  Trouille  3 

Earl   Vaught   4 

Chas.  Ventrella' 4 

Paul  Voitier 62 

Hector  Waguespack  5 

James  B.  Ware 2 

Homer  Warren  2 

A.  B.  Calhoun 2 

Jim   Parker  2 

Norman  Pace  2 

OPELOUSAS   WILDLIFE 
ASS'N  NAMES   NEW  OFFICERS 

E.  G.  Burleigh  has  been  elected 
the  new  president  of  the  Opelousas 
Wildlife  Association,  succeeding 
Edmond  Pavy.  The  election  took 
place  at  the  annual  supper-meet- 
ing of  the  organization  held  the 
second  week  in  November. 

Etienne  Daigle  was  elected 
vice-president  and  A.  K.  Smith 
was  re-elected  secretary-treasurer. 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

NOVEMBER 

Angling   Without   License 

Commercial   Fishing — No    License 

Possessing  Undersize  Commercial 
Fish 

Taking  Game  Fish  With  Illegal 
Tackle 

Hunting  Without  License 

Hunting   With   Unplugged   Gun 

Hunting  At  Night 

Hunting  Squirrels  During  Closed 
Season 

Hunting  Deer  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 

Hunting  Doe  Deer 

Hunting  Doves  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 

Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 
During    Closed    Season 

Trapping   Out   of   Season 

Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl  Be- 
fore the  Legal  Hour 

Hunting  Without  Federal  Stamp 

The  yellow  rail  bird,  a  good 
swimmer,  generally  swims  only  at 
night. 


USE  A  DOG  —  GET  THAT  CRIPPLE 


Retrieving  dogs  of  any  breed  are  game  savers  that  help  conserva- 
tion. Here's  an  old  pointer  that  has  found  a  crippled  quail  and  retrieved 
it   for   his   master. 


Eight 
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Management  of 
Wildlife  Under- 
Going  Changes 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
tive  effects  of  good  and  bad  fac- 
tors operating  upon  the  quail 
population.  These  ups  and  downs 
would  inevitably  occur  even  if 
there  were  no  shooting.  Too  much 
shooting  in  poor  years  or  too  little 
shooting  in  good  years  may  make 
these  swings  more  pronounced  but 
shooting  pressure  alone  is  seldom 
entirely  responsible  for  the  swing; 
sometimes  it  is  a  negligible  factor. 
Economically,  Out  of  the  Question 

Whenever  a  stocking  program  is 
undertaken  the  individual  cost  per 
quail  to  state  game  funds  begins 
to  go  up.  When  stocking  ahead 
of  the  guns  comes  into  the  pic- 
ture, the  cost  in  terms  of  return 
in  the  harvest  begins  to  skyrocket. 

Any  sportsman  can  figure  for 
himself  by  computing  the  cost  per 
quail  or  pheasant  (the  two  upland 
game  birds  that  so  far  are  suc- 
cessfully bred  on  a  mass  produc- 
tion basis)  and  figuring  the  num- 
ber his  annual  license  fee  would 
cover,  even  if  the  entire  sum  went 
into  quail  production  with  nothing 
but  protection  or  any  other  neces- 
sary elements  in  management. 
(Editor's  Note — Current' market 
price  for  game-farm  quail  ranges 
from  $2  per  bird  up.) 

The  inevitable  conclusion  under 
present  conditions  must  be  that 
bag  limits  and  seasons  will  be  dras- 
tically reduced,  or  the  cost  of 
licenses  will  go  up  and  up  if  ex- 
tensive stocking  ahead  of  the  game 
is  to  be  carried   out. 

The  plain  truth  is  that  under  the 
American  concept  of  public  hunt- 
ing for  a  nominal  fee  to  all  who 
care  to  buy  a  license,  it  is  econo- 
mically impossible. 

The  equally  inevitable  conclu- 
sion is  that  restoration  and  main- 
tenance of  environment  will,  with 
present  knowledge,  produce  the 
greatest  number  of  quail  over  a 
five-year  period  Tor  the  money 
available  for  quail  production  for 
public  hunting. 

Only  where  cost  becomes  a 
secondary  consideration  can  ex- 
tensive propagation  and  release 
ahead  of  the  guns  become  feasible. 
Perchance  it  will  not  always  be  so. 
The  experience  of  shooting  pre- 
serves indicates  definitely  that  ad- 
ditional shooting  can  be  provided 
at  a  cost.  It  also  indicates  defi- 
nitely that  natural  production  even 
on  the  most  intensively  managed 
areas  is  the  basis  of  a  population 
big  enough  to  furnish  sport  shoot- 
ing.   Get  it  first  before  indulging 


in  the  higher  cost  projects  and  re- 
member that  there  is  a  definite 
limit  beyond  which  land  cannot 
produce  more  of  any  kind  of  life. 
At  some  future  time  that  produc- 
tion may  be  raised  by  new  knowl- 
edge, new  methods,  or  the  expendi- 
tures of  greater  and  greater  sums 
of  money,  but  it  is  not  possible 
now. 

The  Hunter's  Contribution? 

I  don't  insist  on  the  impossible, 
but  I  do  expect  the  greatest  pos- 
sible wildlife  population  for  the 
amount  of  money  available  might 
be  a  good  motto  for  every  hunter. 
After  all,  the  price  of  his  annual 
license  is  the  sole  contribution  the 
average  hunter  or  fisherman  ex- 
pends for  production  and  protec- 
tion of  wildlife;  the  balance 
expended  in  pursuing  his  favorite 
recreation  is  for  harvesting  the 
crop.  It  is  a  badly  unbalanced 
picture  which  only  the  basic,  cheap, 
natural  production  of  game  and 
fish  makes  possible.  It  would  seem 
only  good  sense  to  build  that 
natural  production  to  the  highest 
possible  level  and  spend  the  neces- 
sary money  and  effort  to  keep  it 
there.  Fortunate  indeed  the  newly- 
awakened  American  understand- 
ing of  and  support  for  a  good  wild- 
life program.  In  fact  it  is  impos- 
sible to  do  a  good  soil  conservation 
job  on  any  land  without  helping 
wildlife.  With  some  aid  from  wild- 
life interests  the  wildlife  end  can 
be   helped   still  more. 

The  average  hunter  ought  to 
get  behind  such  work — knowing 
that  it  is  surely  working  toward 
the  greatest  possible  production  of 
game  from  land  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  used  primarily  for  other 
purposes.  It  is  hard  to  build  big 
ballyhoo  publicity  around  such 
simple  things  as  planting  patches 
of  food-cover,  of  filling  a  gully 
with  growing  plants,  of  preventing 
bad  soil  erosion  by  stopping  run- 
off on  the  land  where  the  rain 
falls.  But  when  these  things  are 
properly  done,  each  covert  and 
food  patch  will  go  on  each  year 
producing  its  tiny  quota  of  quail, 
pheasants,  rabbits  and  other  life 
— something  that  all  the  publicity 
in  the  world  cannot  accomplish. 
Isn't  it  time  that  those  of  us  who 
like  to  hunt  and  fish  quit  looking 
for  a  quick,  easy  and  painless  way 
of  producing  game,  and  get  to 
work  on  a  sound  fundamental  pro- 
gram? 


Many  consider  the  beaver  quite 
a  harrnless  animal.  When  aroused, 
however,  it  becomes  one  of  the 
deadliest  of  water  fighters,  easily 
killing  a  hunting  dog  if  attacked 
in  the  water. 


SPORTSMEN   FLUNK 
CONSERVATION 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
work  of  restoration  of  the  nesting 
grounds  bringing  back  our  water- 
fowl, while  other  conservation 
groups  are  devoting  increasing 
effort  toward  restoration. 

Demanding  that  our  lawmakers 
sponsor  favorable  legislation  is  not 
enough.  It  is  up  to  us  to  aid  whole- 
heartedly in  the  efforts  of  the 
aforementioned  agencies  and 
groups.  Let  us  support  Ducks  Un- 
limited and  other  organizations 
engaged  in  "putting  back".  Let  us 
endorse  and  encourage  similar 
activities  on  the  part  of  our  gov- 
ernmental agencies.  In  short,  let 
us  take  more  of  the  load  on  our 
own  shoulders. 

We  are  the  prime  beneficiaries 
of  wildlife  restoration.  Only  by 
doing  our  part,  can  we  hope  to  in- 
spire others  to  maximum  effort. 

FEDERAL    BIOLOGIST    TO 
SURVEY    STORM    DAMAGE 
TO   OYSTERS 

James  B.  Engle,  aquatic  biolo- 
gist for  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild 
Life  Service,  has  been  assigned  to 
undertake  a  survey  of  damages  to 
oysters  resulting  from  the  Septem- 
ber hurricane  in  the  states  of  Loui- 
siana, Mississippi  and  Alabama. 
Mr.  Engle  who  is  in  charge  of 
oyster  cultivation  in  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  area  is  considered  one 
of  the  country's  foremost  oyster 
experts. 

He  has  just  completed  surveys 
in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  and  at 
the  request  of  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery,  he  has  been  assigned 
to  undertake  a  similar  survey  in 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Engle  will  make 
a  report  of  his  survey  in  the  three 
states  with  recommendations  for 
a  program  to  alleviate  the  damage 
to  oysters  caused  by  the  hurri- 
cane. 

Y.  M.  B.  C.  FAVORS  NEW 
FISH  PRESERVES   FOR  STATE 

The  Louisiana  Association  of 
Youngmen's  Business  Clubs  at 
their  recent  annual  convention  in 
Lake  Charles  adopted  a  resolution 
favoring  the  construction  of  state 
fish  preserves  in  each  section  of 
Louisiana.  The  organization  also 
went  on  record  as  favoring  federal 
assistance  for  the  eradication  of 
water  hyacinths  and  alligator 
grasses. 

With  tremendous  numbers  of 
hunters  out  in  the  field  during 
the  opening  days  of  the  duck  hunt- 
ing season,  Louisiana  wildlife  en- 
forcement agents  were  kept  very 
busy    checking    on    violations. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL    SOCIETY 
FORMED   IN   STATE 

An  organization  designed  to 
promote  interest  in  birds  of  the 
state  was  formed  at  Tulane  Uni- 
versity early  this  month  under  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Ornitho- 
logical Society. 

The  meeting,  a  dinner  held  fol- 
lowing the  annual  football  en- 
counter between  Tulane  and  Loui- 
siana State  universities,  was  high- 
lighted by  the  election  of  officers 
to  serve  through  the  following 
year.  The  group  named  Earl  R. 
Greene,  New  Orleans,  president; 
Dr.  George  H.  Lowery,  Jr.,  Baton 
Rouge,  vice-president;  Dr.  Gladys 
S.  King,  New  Orleans,  secy.-treas., 
and  a  board  of  directors  composed 
of  Col.  Francis  B.  Eastman, 
Mandeville,  Buford  M.  Myers,  Jr., 
New  Orleans,  and  Dr.  Robert  M. 
Lockwood,   Alexandria. 

Other  highlights  of  the  meet 
included  a  talk  by  Col.  Eastman 
on  the  birds  of  Alaska,  their  habits 
and  foods,  and  a  commentary  by 
Dr.  Lowery  in  which  he  suggested 
a  series  of  meetings  at  various 
points  in  the  state  in  which  mem- 
bers could  observe  and  study  the 
bird-life    of    Louisiana. 

Baton  Rouge  was  selected  as 
the  site  for  the  spring  meet,  of- 
ficials   said. 

LOUISIANA  GAME  AGENTS 
COMMENDED  FOR  GOOD  JOB 

The  fact  that  agents  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department  are 
doing  an  outstanding  job  in  en- 
forcing Louisiana  wildlife  conser- 

!  vation  laws  is  becoming  more  and 
more  self-evident.  One  of  the  lat- 

i  est   commendations   for  this  good 

!  work,  comes  from  Percy  L.  Roun- 
tree,  editor  of  the  Concordia  sen- 
tinel at  Ferriday,  Louisiana.  In  a 

I  recent  front  page  story  in  his 
newspaper,  Mr.  Rountree  com- 
mended very  highly  the  conscienti- 

j  ous  work  of  the  Department's 
game  agents.  Here  are  excerpts 
from  the  article  in  the  Concordia 
newspaper: 

"We  note  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  that  the  several  game 
wardens  employed  by  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department 
have  been  doing  exceptionally  con- 
scientious work  in  enforcing  ob- 
servation of  the  game  laws  of  the 
parish   state   and   government. 

"We  have  hunted  year  in  and 
year  out  for  a  good  many  years 
and  have  never  once  been  stopped 
by  a  game  warden,  but  this  is  not 
the  status  of  things  this  year. 
The  enforcement  officers  seem  to 
be  everywhere  and  have  been  mak- 
ing a  number  of  arrests  of  viola- 
tors and  checking  upon  all  hun- 
ters alike." 


A  200  pound  shark  has  a  liver 
weighing  about  SO  pounds. 


